1815]      DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN

a messenger was dispatched to Bonaparte; he came
down unattended by any servant and received a lady,
whom he conducted to a country house of his. She
remained there two days, at the end of which time he
reconducted her in the same manner. They embraced
often at parting. The Elbans think it was Marie Louise,
but it is generally supposed to have been a Polish lady
to whom he was attached.

Mr. Douglas in the course of conversation two or three
times mentioned the Empress, whom he had seen in
Switzerland, but Bonaparte took no notice of it and
appeared anxious to avoid the subject."

NOTE ON ORIGINAL BY ALBERT GALLATIN
Mr. Douglas's conversation with Bonaparte given to me at Geneva in
February, 1815, ly the Marquis of Huntly, since Duke of Gordon. . . .

A. G.

Diary continued:

FEBRUARY 8

After dinner Albertine de Stael sang some charming
chansonettes, accompanying herself on a spinet. All
the chairs were put in a circle and Madame de Stael
held forth. She read some letters of Louis XVIII when
he was in England. She also told us that it was a fact
that the Due de Berri had married in London the
daughter of an English clergyman and had children.
Then Monsieur Bonstetten gave a little discourse on
Voltaire and Byron, followed by Monsieur Sigismonde.
Then father gave a most amusing account of his early life
in America and of his first meeting with General Washing-
ton in a log-cabin. I saw Madame de S. taking notes
on her tablets.

FEBRUARY 9: COPPET

TMs morning Lord Huntly described the splendours of
the ball at Versailles for the marriage of the Dauphin
Louis XVI; that the King sent for him and commanded
him to open the ball with Dauphine "Marie Antoinette"ards. Mr. D. says his apparent want of
